
Geography KS2 

At KS2 pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of  a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They 
should develop their use of geographical tools and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge.  

 
Year 3 

 

 
Autumn term 

 

 
Spring term 

 
Summer term 

 
Should we try to save the Rainforest? 

Locational knowledge    
 On a world map I can, locate areas of similar environmental regions, 

either desert or rainforest or temperate regions.  
 I can locate some of the main countries in Europe and South America. 

Locate and name principal cities.  
 I can identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. 

 I can name and identify the three longest rivers in the world: the River 
Nile, The Amazon and the Mississippi. 

Place knowledge    
 a region within North or South America 

Human & physical geography 
 
 

   

Describe and understand key aspects of:  

 physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and the water cycle. 
 I know the Amazon Basin is part of the tropical forest biome.  
 human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic 

activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Mapping skills    
 Use a wide range of maps, atlases, globes and digital maps to locate 

countries and features studied.  
 Begin to understand the differences between maps eg  

Google maps vs Google Earth, and OS maps 
 Choose the most appropriate map/globe for a specific purpose  
 Use latitude and longitude in an atlas or on a globe 

 
Fieldwork    

 N/A 

Enquiry & investigation    Ask more searching questions including, ‘how?’ and, ‘why? as well as, 
‘where?’ and ‘what?’ when investigating places and processes  

 Make comparisons with their own lives and their own situation.  
 Show increasing empathy and describe similarities as well as 

differences.  
Communication    Identify and describe geographical features, processes (changes), and 

patterns. 
 Use geographical language relating to the physical and human processes 

detailed in the PoSeg tributary and source when learning about rivers. 
 Communicate geographical information through a range of methods 

including sketch maps, plans, graphs and presentations. 



 Express opinions and personal views about what they like and don’t like 
about specific geographical features and situations eg a proposed local 
wind farm. 

Use of ICT/technology    Use the zoom facility on digital maps to locate places at different scales 
 Add a range of text and annotations to digital maps to explain features 

and places 
 View a range of satellite images 
 Add photos to digital maps 
 Draw & follow routes on digital maps 
 Use presentation/multimedia software to record and explain geographical 

features and processes 
 Use spreadsheets, tables and charts to collect and display geographical 

data 
 Make use of geography in the news – online reports &websites. 

 

  

 


